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Prepare for the Future

With grateful support from the National 
Cancer Institute of the NIH and regional 

companies and foundations.

A partnership of The Wistar Institute, 
Community College of Philadelphia and 

the Science Center

REAL-WORLD EXPERIENCE 
IN DISCOVERY RESEARCH

In 2002, the BTT Program was honored for its 
effectiveness and workforce contributions and 
received the Educational Program of the Year 
Award by Eastern Technology Council and 
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP. Also that year, 
Community College of Philadelphia was nominated 
for the Bellwhether Educational Program of the 
Year award for the BTT Program.The BTT Program 
has prepared more than 120 promising research 
assistants for research lab positions.

Program Accolades

Financial Aid

CCP provides several types of financial assistance, 
including government-funded grants, loans, and 
work-study aid, as well as scholarships.

For more information, contact the Division of 
Mathematics, Science, and Health Careers at 
215-751-8430 or email the BTT Program Academic 
Coordinator Dr. Kristy Shuda McGuire at 
kshuda@ccp.edu. 

Students interested in the BTT Program 
are required to take CCP placement tests. 
Those students who are determined to need 
developmental coursework must satisfactorily 
complete the appropriate English and mathematics 
courses as part of their degree program. 

Entrance Requirements

Applicants for the program must:

•	 Be registered for a minimum of six course credits 
per semester at CCP. 

•	 Attend an information session held at CCP during 
the Fall and Spring semesters.

•	 Successfully complete the following courses: 

ENG 101 English Composition
CIS 103 Applied Computer Technology
CHEM 121 College Chemistry
BIOL 123 Principles of Biology (Cell & Molecular)

Admission is based on academic record, interview, 
and faculty recommendation. Up to 12 students are 
selected each year for the program, which begins in 
the early summer semester.
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“I believe the support 
we have gotten from 
our mentors provides 
both the training and 
direction you need 
to start climbing the 
stairs of science,” said 
Nathalia Rodríguez, 
2013 BTTP Graduate.

Learn-by-Doing, Real-World Experience 

w Follow lab protocols
w Perform latest lab techniques
w Collect, analyze, & record data 
w Make detailed observations

w DNA Cloning
w Macromolecule Detection
w Protein Isolation & Purification
w Cell Imaging
w Gene Expression Analysis  
w Drug Discovery

Areas of Instruction

Students learn to

Biomedical Technician Training (BTT) 
Program graduates land jobs in a 
variety of academic research settings 
and at biomedical, biotechnology, 
and pharmaceutical companies. 

Since 2000, the award-winning 
BTT Program has been preparing 
community college students for an 
exciting career in the fast-growing 
life sciences sector as biomedical 
research assistants (RAs) or 
technicians. 

Developed jointly by Community 
College of Philadelphia (CCP) and 
The Wistar Institute, the two-year BTT 
Program combines selected science-
based coursework by CCP’s top 
instructors with hands-on laboratory 
skills training in premier regional 
research institutions such as Wistar.

Enter the Field of Applied 
Biomedical Research

Students are engaged in learning 
science in the classroom and 
performing science in the lab.

For students seeking an Associate’s 
Degree, the unique BTT Program 
teaches practical skills that will qualify 
them for competitive RA positions 
traditionally held by graduates of 
four-year baccalaureate programs. 

Best of Both Worlds

Experience in the Classroom 

You will gain a foundation in science and 
math by taking courses from seasoned 
instructors within CCP’s Associate Degree 
programs in Biology, Science or Applied 
Science and Engineering Technology 
(ASET) curricula. The BTT Program is also 
compatible with the Culture, Science and 
Technology (CST) curriculum. 

wBiology    
wMicrobiology
wGenetics    
wCommunications

wChemistry    
wOrganic Chemistry
wAdvanced Mathematics  
wData Analysis

Technical & Research Experience 

Laboratory skills training takes place 
during the summer, immediately following 
successful completion of the first and 
second years of BTT coursework at CCP. 

Year One 
Research Training

Orientation to Biomedical Technology
BTT Laboratory Practicum (BTT 101)

Year Two 
Team Building Research Experience

12-Week Internship
Throughout the BTT Program 
you will experience the 
diversity of biomedical 
research and receive strong 
mentoring support in top 
regional labs, all while gaining 
deeper understanding of 
the development of diseases 
ranging from cancer to 
metabolic disorders. 

Community Training Sites

The BTT Program’s Orientation 
to Biomedical Technology 
and Laboratory Practicum 
are provided primarily by The 
Wistar Institute. Internships 
are provided by Wistar or 
other academic institutions 
and biotechnology or 
pharmaceutical companies 
in the region. Students are 
paid hourly for all of these 
instructional laboratory 
components.

w Science Center companies
w The Wistar Institute
w University of the Sciences  
w University of Pennsylvania

Career Opportunities

w Biomedical research institutes
w Biotechnology companies
w Health care fields
w Biopharmaceutical companies
w Life sciences industry
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