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We must all hang together or assuredly we shall 
all hang separately. – Benjamin Franklin 

Benjamin Franklin famously spoke these words at the signing of the Declaration  
of Independence in Philadelphia. In Franklin’s straightforward style, they marshal 
his fellow patriots and give voice to their shared aspirations for the future of  
our country. It was a defining moment in time — the birth of our nation.

To me, Franklin’s words speak to the power of the team: we must all work 
together, with the same focus, if we are to reach our goal.

One hundred and thirty years later in Philadelphia there occurred another 
defining moment. Twenty of the country’s most celebrated and influential 
anatomists of the day gathered at The Wistar Institute to debate the future of 
biological research and medical training in Philadelphia. What passed for  
state-of-the-art in Wistar’s earliest days — studying human anatomy and the causes  
of health and disease by examining physical specimens — was insufficient for  
these progressive thinkers. More than simply describing their observations, they 
yearned to go deeper, testing hypotheses, proving results. It was founder Isaac 
Wistar’s vision to be “seekers after new and original knowledge.” 

The Wistar Institute was at a crossroads, a defining moment of transformation 
from its foundation as an anatomical teaching museum to a biomedical research 
institute dedicated to understanding the causes of and treatments for human 
disease. At this momentous gathering the fate of the Institute was determined as  
its leadership committed to a new “forward-looking” course. Through teamwork, 
Wistar researchers would go on to make many great discoveries, such as the  
rubella vaccine, that have impacted global health and saved millions of lives.

Today, just over 100 years later, Wistar again stands at a pivotal moment, and 
Franklin’s words resonate. As we learn more about the genetic underpinnings  
of diseases such as cancer, we strive to apply this knowledge toward finding  
new and better therapies. The Wistar scientist has evolved from the anatomist  
of yesteryear to today’s entrepreneurial investigator, collaborating with clinicians 
and partners in the life sciences to advance basic biomedical discoveries into  
new treatments for disease and other improvements in public health. 

As our founding fathers knew, there is strength in numbers, in teamwork,  
in partnership. Today’s researchers must work together to remain competitive at 
the forefront of knowledge. Transforming through collaboration, Wistar continues 
to explore the frontiers of biomedical research and make the world a better  
place for all of us.

Russel E. Kaufman, M.D.
President and CEO

transformation
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In 2011 The Wistar Institute embarked on the most ambitious 
transformation in its history. On September 23, the Institute’s 
leadership, trustees, regional dignitaries and supporters 
turned over ceremonial spadefuls of earth to break ground for 
construction of a new, seven-story, 89,700-square-foot 
research tower and renovations of its existing research complex. 
As the first major building project in 35 years, the research 
tower will provide laboratory space for an expansion of the 
scientific faculty and will enhance opportunities for Wistar’s 
brand of collaborative team science. These forces will drive 
Wistar’s research engine forward into emerging scientific areas 
that will have the greatest impact on public health.

 “We are not just building a new research tower.  
We are building an entirely new Wistar,  
one better equipped to link basic science  
with medical practice.”

RUSSEL E. KAUFmAN, m.d.
President and cEO

BUILdINg ThE FUTURE
OF ScIENcE
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 “Open space will 
encourage team 
collaboration and 
new recruitment will 
strengthen the 
science here. A  
brand new building 
instills common 
attributes like pride, 
enthusiasm, looking 
ahead to a bigger  
and better Wistar 
Institute.” 

MAureen Murphy, ph.D.

professor and program Leader, 
Molecular and Cellular 
Oncogenesis program; Associate  
Director of Faculty  
Development; Associate  
Director for education

 “The expansion will enable us  
to grow our educational initiatives, 
including the creation of a new 
graduate program specifically 
focused on cancer biology. We will 
have the space and critical mass  
(of experts) to educate the best  
and brightest as academic or indus-
trial researchers working on the next 
generation of anti-cancer treatments.”

José ConeJo-GarCia, M.D., Ph.D.

associate Professor and Program Leader,  
Tumor Microenvironment and Metastasis Program;  
Director of Graduate studies

 “Before coming to Wistar, I never really 
bought into the idea that open lab  
space fosters collaboration. But in practice, 
it really does. You have chance meetings 
with other colleagues. It’s good to have  
the trainees working together. There’s  
more socializing, but you wind up talking 
about science a lot more, and that  
leads to collaboration.”

ScOTT hENSLEY, Ph.d. 

Assistant Professor, molecular and cellular Oncogenesis Program; 
member, The Wistar Institute Vaccine center

 “With regard to the Gene Expression and Regulation program, we are  
on the edge of having the critical mass needed to compete with other 
comparable epigenetics programs and will be able to recruit scientists 
doing genomics, chemical biology and RNA metabolism which would  
bring us to this competitive complement.”

RoNEN MARMoRstEiN, Ph.D.

Hilary Koprowski, M.D. Professor; Program Leader, Gene Expression and Regulation Program

 “By creating an increasingly  
collaborative environment at the  
Wistar, the new research tower will 
drive team science. Based on its 
open plan design, the direct impact 
of the tower will be an increase  
in the day to day interactions 
 among the scientists at the bench  
— this allows for teamwork in 
troubleshooting experiments and  
for more effective coordination  
of efforts which translates into  
the efficient use of resources.”

AshAni WeerArAtnA, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor,  
tumor Microenvironment  
and Metastasis Program

 “When I made the decision to join Wistar (in 2011), the plan for the new research  
tower did count. It shows that the research programs at Wistar will continue to develop  
at a rapid pace based on its strong research foundation. As a biostatistician, I am looking 
forward to having opportunities to collaborate with investigators in my research program 
and others. As one researcher at Wistar, I am proud of the new research tower.”

QIn LIu, M.D., Ph.D.

Associate Professor, Molecular and Cellular Oncogenesis Program

 “This transformation 
of space will 
strengthen Wistar’s 
global impact by  
helping recruit excep-
tional researchers. 
We have to be the  
best at what we  
do and anticipate 
opportunities  
and trends before 
they happen. It’s 
about saving lives.”

LuIs MonTaner,  
D.V.M., D. Phil.

Professor and Director,  
HIV-1 Immunopathogenesis  
Laboratory; Member,  
Tumor Microenvironment  
and Metastasis Program

Wistar’s researchers predict the impact of the  
new building and the Institute’s transformation:

IN ThEIR OWN WORdS,

“Intellectual environment is paramount at a smaller institution.  
We work closely together to find new pathways and make unexpected 
advances. The research tower will facilitate interactions and thus  
take this rich environment to the next level.”

ELLEN PURé, Ph.d.

Professor, Tumor  
microenvironment and  
metastasis Program
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Thanks to the generous support of The Wistar Institute board of trustees, 
the capital campaign steering committee, and numerous individuals,  
the campaign has raised more than $19 million to date** and is on a strong 
trajectory toward success. 

gUARANTORS  
($5 mILLION ANd ABOVE) 

Penny & Robert Fox
The commonwealth of Pennsylvania

INVESTOR  
($2.5 mILLION ANd ABOVE)

Anonymous

PARTNERS  
($1 mILLION ANd ABOVE) 

Ira Brind 
Ellen & Ronald caplan 
Fran & Sylvan Tobin

BENEFAcTORS   
($500,000 ANd ABOVE)

Anonymous
PTS Foundation
mr. & mrs. gerald B. Rorer
daniel Wheeler & Amy Fox

PATRONS  
($250,000 ANd ABOVE) 

Nancy & Robert S. Blank
The horace W. goldsmith Foundation
mr. & mrs. Bruce A. goodman
dr. herbert Kean Family
Karen & herbert Lotman Foundation,  

in honor of Bob Fox 
Seymour S. Preston III & Jean E. h. Preston

SUPPORTERS  
($100,000 ANd ABOVE) 

Briggs Family Fund of the Fidelity  
charitable gift Fund

Brian & Elizabeth dovey 
Jane & Joseph goldblum
Ruth & Richard horowitz
Leroy E. Kean
dan & Rebecca matthias
Susan & graham mcdonald
The PNc Foundation
helen & david Pudlin 
William g. Rhoads,  

in honor of donald Vail Rhoads, m.d.

cONTRIBUTORS  
($50,000 ANd ABOVE) 

Robert & marta Adelson 
June h. chern 
Eleanor & hal davis
Edward Sickles Family
Bryan & margie Weingarten

SPONSORS  
($25,000 ANd ABOVE)

Faye Kozich 
National Analysts Worldwide
dr. & mrs. Paul Allan Offit 
Robert & caro Rock
Paul & Sharon Schmitt
Susan Sullivan
doris Taxin 

FRIENdS  
(gIFTS UP TO $24,999)

george Ahern
Ballinger 
dani Bolognesi 
Peter & Sara corrado
Katharine Fisher
Peter & gail hearn
Larry Keinath & Rosemary Spingler 
The Kutler-Silberman Family  

charitable Fund of the  
Vanguard charitable  
Endowment Program 

Samuel P. mandell Foundation
maida R. milone
Albert Ominsky & Paula dresnin 
Samuel V. Rhoads
dr. & mrs. Robert A. Roosa 
mr. & mrs. Seymore Rubin
mr. & mrs. Edward J. Ryan
Roy & Elaine Shapiro
Judith Soltz & Richard Belas 
Arthur L. Stokes, m.d.
Kevin & Judy Tucker

Building Wistar,  
changing the World 
capital campaign  
Steering committee

The Wistar Institute recognizes the outstanding generosity  
of the following individuals and organizations who have 
made commitments in support of Wistar’s capital campaign: 
Building Wistar, changing the World

ROBERT A. FOx
campaign chair 
Wistar Board of Trustees; 
chairman and cEO, R.A.F. Industries, Inc.

IRA BRINd
Wistar Board of Trustees;  
President, Brind Investments, Inc.

ELEANOR L. dAVIS 
civic leader

BRIAN h. dOVEY
chair, Wistar Board of Trustees;  
general Partner,  
domain Associates LLc

RIchARd m. hOROWITz 
co-Vice chair, Wistar Board  
of Trustees; President and cOO,  
R.A.F. Industries, Inc.

RUSSEL E. KAUFmAN, m.d. 
President and cEO,  
The Wistar Institute

h. LEWIS KLEIN
civic leader

SUSAN S. mcdONALd, Ph.d. 
Wistar Board of Trustees;  
President and cEO, National  
Analysts Worldwide

hELEN P. PUdLIN
co-Vice chair,  
Wistar Board of Trustees

EdWARd J. RYAN
Vice President of Business  
development, Elliott-Lewis corp.

AdELE K. SchAEFFER 
Wistar Board of Trustees; civic leader

mILTON S. “TONY” SchNEIdER
Wistar Board of Trustees;  
Principal and Founder,  
The glenville group, Inc.

** as of July 2012

ThE INSTITUTE IN 2011 
proudly announced the five-year, $35 million Building Wistar,  
changing the World capital campaign to support the new building  
and recruitment of top-tier scientific talent. 

 “I believe passionately  
in the importance of 
expanding The Wistar 
Institute at this critical 
moment in time. Now 
that it’s time to grow, 
it is our turn as donors 
to invest in Wistar  
and its business of 
changing the world.”

RobeRT A. Fox

Chair, building Wistar, Changing  
the World; Chairman & Ceo,  
R.A.F Industries, Inc.

 “There is an infectious 
attitude here, a total 
dedication and immersion 
in the mission of the 
Institute by everybody.”

hELEN P. PUdLIN

co-Vice chair, Wistar Board of Trustees*; 
Executive Vice President & general  
counsel, PNc Bank, N.A.*

*Pudlin was elected chair of the Board of Trustees in march, 2012. She retired from her position at PNc in April, 2012.

Wistar’s leadership breaks ground. Left to 
right: President and cEO Russel E. Kaufman, 
m.d.; Brian dovey, chair, Wistar Board  
of Trustees; State Representative James  
Roebuck, Jr.; Wistar trustee Robert Fox;  
co-Vice chairs, Wistar Board of Trustees  
helen Pudlin and Richard horowitz.
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Well before The Wistar Institute broke 
ground on its new research tower,  
the Institute began laying the groundwork 
for a new era of scientific excellence.

way Wistar conducts research.  
He sought to formally align the 
administrative structure of the Cancer 
Center with the evolving nature of 
scientific research at Wistar. The 
changes also come at a time when they 
could best prepare the Cancer Center 
for a successful renewal of its core  
grant from the National Cancer 
Institute — which funds key facilities 
and personnel — scheduled for 2013. 

Altieri’s blueprints for action were 
the Institute’s Strategic Plan, developed 
in 2009 by his predecessor at the helm 
of the Cancer Center, Wistar’s President 
and CEO, Russel E. Kaufman, M.D.  

“In essence, the Strategic Plan 
recognized that our faculty move in 
directions that push through the 
boundaries of our current program-
matic structure,” Altieri said.

STRATEgIc REcRUITmENT
In sports, coaches are always on the 
lookout for star players who complement 
the capabilities of the current team. As 
Wistar’s chief scientific coach, Altieri 
takes a similar approach toward team 

science, the concept that underpins 
Wistar’s Strategic Plan. 

“We already have several affinity 
groups, as we call them, where 
researchers have begun to form 
informal teams based around  
mutual research interests,” Altieri  
said. “Right now, affinity groups  
in melanoma, prostate and ovarian  
cancer have coalesced, and we  
have made recruitments to augment 
these groups and our expertise  
across the Institute.” 

The current wave of recruitment 
began with Altieri himself in  
2010, followed shortly thereafter by 
Scott Hensley, Ph.D., whose expertise  
is in the molecular evolution of 
influenza, and José Conejo-Garcia, 
M.D., a noted expert in developing 
methods of stimulating the immune 
system.  2011 also brought the 
recruitment of melanoma experts 
Ashani Weeraratna, Ph.D., and Jessie 
Villanueva, Ph.D., biostatistician  
Qin Liu, M.D., Ph.D., and cancer 
biologist Maureen Murphy, Ph.D.

“Like any team, you want to build a 
broad base of overlapping skills in order 
to produce results, so these recent 
recruitments — and those to come — 
are made with that in mind,” Altieri said. 

A REVISEd WISTAR INSTITUTE 
cANcER cENTER
Perhaps the most dramatic change  
for the Institute comes to the lineup  
of the Cancer Center’s scientific 
programs. Under the restructuring,  
the new Tumor Microenvironment  
and Metastasis (TMM) program joins 
existing programs in Molecular  
and Cellular Oncogenesis and Gene 
Expression and Regulation. The 
program is under the collaborative 
leadership of Conejo-Garcia and  
Meenhard Herlyn, D.V.M., D.Sc.

“José and Meenhard are ideal 
candidates to steward the genesis of 
TMM,” Altieri said. “They both have 
records of research excellence, long 
histories of successful grant funding, 
and share the sort of passion and 
leadership required to build an 
outstanding team.”

n the next two years, few views at 
The Wistar Institute will surpass 
those of Dario Altieri, M.D. His 
laboratory window will provide a 
bird’s eye view of  the steady rise  
of Wistar’s new research tower. 

Yet, as construction progresses, Altieri is 
focused on equally substantial changes 
that have less to do with steel and glass 
and much more to do with redefining 
what it means to be a Wistar researcher. 
The real change to Wistar, as they say, 
will come from within. 

Under Altieri’s leadership, Wistar 
initiated a series of steps in 2011 that 
will redefine how the Institute conducts 
research. These changes include new 
faculty recruitment, new partnerships, 
and a new Cancer Center research 
program in Tumor Microenvironment 
and Metastasis. In all, these are among 
the most significant changes to the 
Institute’s scientific program since 
Wistar first earned the Cancer Center 
designation from the National  
Cancer Institute in 1972. 

“This is the culmination of extensive 
planning and strategizing for the 
scientific future of The Wistar Institute,” 
said Altieri, director of Wistar’s Cancer 
Center and the Institute’s first designated 
chief scientific officer. “We are 
transforming the Institute with one goal 
in mind, to capitalize on our scientific 
prowess in order to deliver new 
therapies and new therapeutics into  
the hands of doctors.”

“When we are done, we will see 
Wistar transformed both from within 
and in how others see us,” Altieri 
explained. “Our researchers will know 
that we will support them in finding 
clinical applications for fundamental 
scientific research. And external 
organizations — whether they are 
clinical, industrial, or academic — will 
view Wistar as a premier destination  
for collaborative research.”

Altieri, the Robert and Penny Fox 
Distinguished Professor, joined the 
Institute in the summer of 2010 with 
the distinct goal of transforming the 

I
TraNSFOrmaTiONS



12

We are transforming 
the Institute with 
one goal in mind,  
to capitalize on our 
scientific prowess  
in order to deliver 
new therapies and 
new therapeutics 
into the hands  
of doctors.

caspar Wistar Professor in melanoma 
Research meenhard herlyn, d.V.m., d.Sc.,  
and his laboratory team.
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frontier with the potential for major 
breakthroughs in cancer therapy and 
control of disseminated disease.

The new TMM program builds on 
the extraordinary legacy of research 
excellence of the former Cancer 
Center-supported Immunology 
Program, led by Hildegund C. J. Ertl, 
M.D., Caspar Wistar Professor  
in Vaccine Research. Ertl continues  
to lead The Wistar Institute Vaccine 
Center, a thriving enterprise in itself.  
In many ways, the TMM program 
represents an evolutionary step as the 
new program is populated with many 
members from the former Immunology 
program. Their expertise in decoding 
the intricacies of chemical signaling 
within the immune system, for 
example, has logical applications in 
studying both tumor microenviron-
ments and cancer metastasis. 

ExTERNAL INTERNAL chANgES
To see the future of The Wistar Institute 
as Dario Altieri sees it, one must look 
beyond the walls of the building, even 
past the current construction of a new 
research tower. Wistar has a long 
tradition of partnering with outside 
organizations, an effort that Altieri has 
accelerated in order to bridge the gap 
between Wistar science and new 
therapies for patients. 

In 2011, Wistar entered into a 
historic collaborative agreement  
with Christiana Care Health System’s 
Helen Graham NCI-designated 
Community Cancer Center (HGCC) in 
Delaware to provide Wistar researchers 
with scientifically invaluable human 
tissue samples and to explore means of 
developing new clinical trials.  

“While Wistar excels at basic scientific 
discovery, molecular screening to  
find potential drug candidates, and, 
even preclinical trials in mouse models 

of disease, to improve medicine, we 
need to partner with organizations adept 
at medicinal chemistry and capable of 
conducting human trials,” Altieri 
explained. “Wistar is at the center of a 
great many collaborations, and we’ve 
proven that we can serve as the hub  
on which the wheel of innovation turns.”

An example of the depth of this 
agreement is the appointment of 
Nicholas J. Petrelli, M.D., to the newly 
created position of Associate Director 
for Translational Research at the Wistar 
Cancer Center.  Petrelli is the Medical 
Director of the HGCC and joins Wistar 
as an adjunct faculty member.  In his 
newly created role, Petrelli will help 
foster deeper interactions between 
Wistar researchers and clinicians.

The partnership builds upon Wistar’s 
rich history of collaboration with 
pharmaceutical and academic medical 
research institutions around Philadelphia 
and across the world.  According to 
Altieri, Wistar will continue to  
forge such new collaborations, with 
more to be announced in 2012. 

“As an independent research 
institute, we are more free than most to 
create new links between competing 
institutions and competing industries,” 
Altieri said. “It is one clear way that we 
can invest in the future by capitalizing 
on our current research strengths.”

TOWARd AN AdVANcEd dEgREE
Education is an integral part of Wistar’s 
mission. Indeed, the Institute owes  
its origins to Caspar Wistar, M.D.,  
and his collection of anatomical 
teaching models. From this beginning, 
The Wistar Institute evolved into an 
independent platform to conduct basic 
scientific research and train the next 
generation of scientists. On every  
floor and in every laboratory, students 
now  work under the mentorship of 

Wistar faculty and staff. Wistar students 
represent almost the entire educational 
spectrum, from high school interns  
to post doctoral research fellows. 

Education is central to Wistar’s very 
existence and function. Altieri, along 
with Conejo-Garcia, have partnered 
with the University of the Sciences  
in Philadelphia in creating and offering 
the region’s first Ph.D. degree program 
in Cancer Biology. Their plan is to  
begin enrolling candidates for the 
Fall 2012 term. 

“The Wistar Institute offers a rich 
training ground for cancer research. 
Our faculty has a strong cancer focus, 
and yet there is a great diversity of 
cancer themes within their research,” 
Altieri said. “Students in this program 
will have an educational experience  
of unparalleled depth and breadth.”

chANgE FROm WIThIN, 
chANgINg ThE WORLd
Even as Wistar’s seven-story research 
tower transforms the view of the 
Institute from Spruce Street, expansive 
changes to the internal structure of 
Wistar science are well underway. Both 
efforts are made possible through 
Wistar’s $35 million capital campaign, 
Building Wistar, Changing the World.

“Instead of reigning in the  
research, forcing it to fit into existing 
programmatic structure, we are  
betting on the strength of our science 
by broadening our ambitions and 
investing in growth,” Altieri said. “This 
would never be possible if it wasn’t  
for the support of our donors.”  

Instead of reigning in the research, forcing it to fit into existing 
programmatic structure, we are betting on the strength of our 
science by broadening our ambitions and investing in growth.

As its name suggests, the new 
program studies the role of the tumor 
microenvironment, looking not at 
individual cancer cells, but at the 
entirety of the surrounding cellular and 
chemical environment that enables 
tumors to thrive. The program is 
designed to address basic questions 
about how the cells that surround a 
tumor play a role in its development, 
growth and spread, and to try to 
develop new means of attacking the 
cancer and preventing its spread by 
harnessing and repurposing the 
microenvironment that supports it. 

Wistar’s interest in tumor microenvi-
ronment research developed over the 
last decade by fundamental break-
throughs collaboratively contributed  
by Ellen Puré, Ph.D., and Joseph Kissil, 
Ph.D., in lung and colon cancer, Herlyn  
in melanoma, Qihong Huang, M.D., 
Ph.D., in breast cancer, and Hui Hu, 
Ph.D., in ovarian cancer. Tumor 
microenvironment and metastasis 
research at Wistar has quickly gained 
national and international distinction 
for innovation, disease relevance  
and impact for both mechanistic and 
translational scientific goals.

The tumor microenvironment 
provides both a framework for the 
understanding of cancer and, in many 
cases, a test bed for new cancer 
therapeutics. The Herlyn laboratory,  
for example, has pioneered the use of 
an artificial skin — a three-dimensional 
tissue culture representing the skin 
microenvironment — in studying 
melanoma and related therapeutics. 

“There are challenges ahead, of 
course, as we bring this program 
together, but Tumor Microenvironment 
and Metastasis is more than just a 
checkbox on the NCI core grant 
renewal form,” Herlyn said.  “This 
program is a natural extension of the 
research interests of its members,  
and it also happens to be a recognized 
frontier in cancer research.” 

The new programmatic initiative  
is also in sync with the Institute’s  
Strategic Plan, which identified tumor 
microenvironment research as one  
of the key objectives for Wistar’s 
research portfolio, as a promising new 

Principal investigator Ken-ichi Noma, Ph.d.  
confers with research assistant christopher corcoran.

Professor Luis montaner, d.V.m., d.Phil., Professor Louise c. Showe, Ph.d., 
and senior scientist Emmanouil Papasavvas, Ph.d., collaborate on hIV research.
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george hobbs, Wistar’s  
Executive director for Business 
development, is cultivating a 
culture of entrepreneurship, 
where translational medicine 
becomes part of the scientific 
routine, not the exception.

On an oversized whiteboard in his 
office, George Hobbs sketches the 
process by which medicinal chemistry 
might turn small molecules discovered 
and developed at Wistar into promising 
therapeutic candidates. He charts  
how sponsored research agreements 
might support early drug discovery  
or help young faculty get their  
research programs off the ground. He 
lays out a plan for Wistar scientists to 
obtain annotated patient specimens 
from one of Wistar’s new clinical 
partners, data which might form the 
basis of a future cancer clinical trial  
at that same hospital. In his hands, 
felt-tipped markers turn impromptu 
conversations into the outlines of a 
licensing deal or a flowchart to suggest 
the steps needed to protect Wistar’s 
intellectual property.  

Hobbs joined Wistar in 2010 to 
create the sort of collaborative business 
agreements that provide Wistar 
scientists the means of turning 
scientific research into new cancer 
drugs and therapies. 

Wistar’s faculty has always  
found ways to collaborate with the 
biomedical industry — companies  
such as Merck — or clinical institutions, 
like the Institute’s closest neighbors,  
the Hospital of the University of 
Pennsylvania and Children’s Hospital  
of Philadelphia. These partnerships 
have led to Wistar’s biggest clinical 
successes, including the rubella and 
rotavirus vaccines that are now part  
of every child’s vaccine regimen. 

But these efforts have been  
traditionally driven by the researchers 
themselves, with support from  
Wistar administration often coming 
only after a scientist has identified  
a collaborative opportunity. 

In his hands, felt-tipped 
markers turn impromptu  
conversations into the 
outlines of a licensing 
deal or a flowchart  
to suggest the steps 
needed to protect 
Wistar’s intellectual 
property.

ENTREPRENEURShIP
cREATINg A cULTURE OF
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A PhILANThROPIc PATh  
TO ThE PhARmAcY?
In a time of international recession,  
the process of translational medicine 
becomes all the more difficult as 
potential pools of funding recede.  

“Drug companies do very little of 
their own basic discovery any more,  
yet they no longer fill the gap by 
investing in academic research 
laboratories that might provide new 
candidate drugs,” Hobbs explained. 
“Even philanthropists want to see  
a return on their investment, which is 
something I think many of our 
researchers can demonstrate.”

In the fall of 2011, Wistar signed  
a unique funding agreement with  
the Wellcome Trust, a United King-
dom-based charity, to support the 
development of a new drug to treat 
cancers associated with Epstein-Barr 
virus (EBV). The Seeding Drug 
Discovery Award of up to $4.7 million 
will support ongoing translational 
research in the laboratory of Wistar 

Professor Paul M. Lieberman, Ph.D.  
If successful, the new therapeutic could 
be the first to treat EBV-related cancer 
by attacking the virus as it remains 
dormant in a patient’s cells. (See page 
40 for more.)

ThE WISTAR PIPELINE
Another path toward creating a culture  
of entrepreneurship is, as Hobbs defines 
it, creating a Wistar drug pipeline. 
Pharmaceutical companies define their 
product pipeline as the path from early 
development to clinical trial to product 
marketing. How, Hobbs wondered, 
could Wistar researchers begin 
thinking of their own work as the first 
segment of a homegrown pipeline?

Hobbs is working with Wistar  
faculty to identify potential clinical 
tools and early-stage drug precursors. 
From Altieri’s brain cancer drug, 
Gamitrinib, to Lieberman’s EBNA1 
inhibitors, and from vaccines under 
development to the blood-borne lung 
cancer markers developed by Wistar 

Professor Louise C. Showe, Ph.D., 
Wistar scientists have identified over a 
dozen items for the Institute’s pipeline. 

“It is a process of working with 
scientists to see what might be in their 
research portfolio, and then finding 
them the resources they need to push 
their discoveries into the pipeline,” 
Hobbs said. “Whether they need 
clinical partners to obtain the tissue 
samples they need to prove their 
theories or a consultant to help get the 
ball rolling on a particular therapeutic, 
it is our job to help enable them.”

There are clear signs that Hobbs  
is changing the way Wistar thinks 
about external collaborations, such  
as the constant traffic of researchers 
and visiting corporate leaders in and 
out of his office door. And anytime a 
junior faculty member or a postdoc-
toral fellow with a bright idea is ready, 
Hobbs will be there, marker in hand,  
to sketch out just how they might  
make their translational medicine  
goals a reality.  

Whether they need  
clinical partners to obtain 
the tissue samples they need  
to prove their theories or  
a consultant to help get 
the ball rolling on a particular 
therapeutic, it is our job  
to help enable them.

“In the past year, we’ve signed  
a handful of major agreements, and  
we’re in negotiations with nearly  
every biomedical research institute  
in the region,” Hobbs said. “These 
partnerships effectively broaden the 
research capacity of our scientists.”

“We want to work with institutions, 
academic or clinical, whose capabilities 
complement our own and can provide 
expertise that we may need, whether it is 
access to tumor samples or the medicinal 
chemistry that will turn our promising 
protein inhibitor into a powerful 
candidate drug,” Hobbs explained. 

WISTAR IN ThE cLINIc
One example of such a partnership  
is Wistar’s new affiliation with the 
Helen F. Graham Cancer Center  
of the Christiana Care Health System, 
announced in August of 2011. As  
a National Cancer Institute (NCI)-
selected Community Cancer Center, 
the Delaware institution is a natural  
fit with Wistar’s NCI-designated 
Cancer Center.  The Graham Cancer 

Center has one of the nation’s highest 
accrual rates for cancer clinical trial 
participation, and the facility sees  
the vast majority of the State of 
Delaware’s cancer patients. 

“Both Wistar and Christiana Care 
have a great interest in seeing how 
laboratory developments can improve 
cancer treatment,” Hobbs said. “The 
partnership has also given both 
institutions a better standing from which 
to pursue collaborative research funding 
from the National Institutes of Health.” 

Initially, the Wistar-Christiana  
Care partnership will focus on colon 
cancer stem cells, targeted treatments 
for melanoma and novel approaches  
for molecular profiling, and treatment 

of advanced and metastatic disease. 
Both partners expect the scope  
of research to expand as they begin 
collaborative study.

 “Eighty-five percent of oncology 
care is given in the community at places 
such as the Helen F. Graham Cancer 
Center,” said Dario Altieri, M.D., 
director of The Wistar Institute Cancer 
Center and Robert and Penny Fox 
Distinguished Professor. “This partner-
ship will bring cutting edge cancer 
research to these patients, while also 
providing outstanding opportunities for 
collaboration with our clinical colleagues 
that will inform our laboratory work 
and hopefully, ultimately, lead to better 
cancer therapies.”
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Each year, Wistar researchers author an average 
of 150 peer-reviewed scientific publications. 
It is difficult to pick the best of the best of these 
articles, but Wistar’s chief Scientific Officer  
and cancer center director, dario Altieri, m.d., 
offers what he believes are some of the most  
significant Wistar research papers of 2011. 

TOP 5 OF
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PATh TO cELLULAR “ELBOW 
ROOm” KEY TO UNdERSTANdINg 
RARE cANcER dISORdER 

Joseph Kissil, Ph.d.

Cancer Cell 
April 12, 2011

The proteins that provide cells with a 
sense of personal space could lead to a 
therapeutic target for Neurofibromatosis 
Type 2 (NF2), a rare inherited cancer 
disorder, according to Wistar’s Joseph 
Kissil, Ph.D. His findings could have 
profound implications for NF2 and 
related cancers, such as mesothelioma.

For the first time, Kissil was able to 
show that Merlin, the protein encoded 
within the NF2 gene interacts with a 
protein called angiomotin. This 
connection between Merlin and 
angiomotin also brings together two 
important information networks in cells, 
both of which have been implicated in 
numerous forms of cancer. It is a 
connection, Kissil says, between the 
sensors that detect interactions between 
cells and the signaling networks that 
drive cell division.

“Angiomotin is required for movement 
of cells that form new blood vessels, so 
it is fascinating to see it so closely 
linked to Merlin, the product of the 
NF2 gene, loss of which leads to tumor 
formation,” said Kissil, an associate 
professor in the Molecular and Cellular 
Oncogenesis program. “The discovery 
opens up a potential new method  
to treat NF2 by attacking the tumor 
cells directly and by starvation, a 
strategy already employed in certain 
cancer therapies.”

Altieri: “Joe identifies a new  
mechanism that prevents cells from 
multiplying when hemmed in by other 
cells. In certain cancers, the loss  
of this mechanism allows cells to  
proliferate wildly.”

PRImINg BRAIN cANcER  
cELLS TO ExPLOdE

dario Altieri, m.d. 

Journal of Clinical Investigation 
April 1, 2011

Each cell in the human body has the 
ability to self-destruct if the need arises, 
whether that need is to remove the 
webbing between fetal fingers before 
birth or to remove an infected or 
defective cell from a healthy body. 
Cancer cells, however, tend to rewire 
themselves in a way that cuts this 
self-destruction fuse. 

The Altieri laboratory, however,  
has found a new way to force cancer 
cells to self-destruct. Low doses of  
one anti-cancer drug currently in 
development, called Gamitrinib, 
sensitize tumor cells to a second drug, 
called TRAIL, also currently in  
clinical development as part of an 
anticancer regimen. Gamitrinib is a 
chemical inhibitor first developed by 
Altieri and his colleagues at the 
University of Massachusetts.

Gamitrinib works by binding to  
and inhibiting Hsp90 — Heat  
Shock Protein-90 — a so-called 
chaperone protein that is highly active 
in mitochondria and other cellular 
organelles where it helps regulate  
and “rescue” other proteins, particu-
larly in times of stress. 

“We found that a low dose of 
Gamitrinib makes cancer cells suscep-
tible to TRAIL, bypassing many of the 
mechanisms tumors use to survive,” said 
Altieri, Robert and Penny Fox Distin-
guished Professor. “Here we have found 
a new way to combine cancer therapies, 
one that could be applied to treating 
many types of cancers, because both of 
these drugs target different mechanisms 
of tumor cell survival that revolve 
around mitochondria.”

Altieri: “At the risk of sounding  
self-serving, our laboratory  
characterized a new class of small 
molecule inhibitors of the heat  
Shock Protein-90 chaperones in  
mitochondria. We plan to further  
develop this inhibitor as a therapy  
for the most aggressive types  
of brain tumors.”

ThE SEcRET OF mYST

Ronen marmorstein, Ph.d.  

EMBO Journal (online)  
October 21, 2011

At the heart of many of the cellular 
processes that make life — or disease 
— possible, are the MYST family  
of enzymes. These proteins control  
a wide array of biological processes 
including gene regulation, DNA repair, 
the pace of a cell’s lifecycle, and the 
overall development of stem cells.  
These enzymes are a variety of histone 
acetyltransferase (HAT), which interact 
with DNA — and often modify  
how genes are read.

The biological importance of MYST 
led Wistar’s Ronen Marmorstein, Ph.D., 
to convene an international team of 
researchers to decipher the molecular 
structure of MYST in order to better 
understand how these proteins work.

Their work provides the first direct 
evidence of one more facet in the 
complex behavior of MYST proteins: 
they also regulate themselves.  
This insight was revealed when the 
team developed the x-ray crystal 
structure of MYST proteins and they 
confirmed it in living organisms. 

“MYST proteins have also been 
implicated in several forms of cancer 
and are particularly associated with 
chromosomal translocations in 
leukemias,” said Marmorstein, the 
Hilary Koprowski, M.D. Professor  
and leader of Wistar’s Gene Expression 
and Regulation program. “Our findings 
provide an avenue for regulating  
MYST proteins, which might provide  
a new cancer therapy.”

Altieri: “Ronen identifies a mechanism 
that nature has engineered to allow 
certain enzymes to autoacetylate —  
a sort of self-regulation process.  
It turns out that these enzymes are  
vitally important in not only the  
ability of our cells to activate genes 
and repair dNA, but also to the events 
that allow stem cells to form.”   

PRESERVINg LONg TERm  
ImmUNITY

Jan Erikson, Ph.d.

Journal of Clinical Investigation  
October 3, 2011

Vaccines take advantage of a remark-
able ability of our immune system: it 
can remember viral infections for years, 
even decades, after they have first been 
encountered and defeated. While each 
individual antibody we make lasts only 
about a month, we retain the means  
of making that individual antibody for 
a lifetime, with rare exceptions.

Until now, the exact mechanism 
behind this was poorly understood, but 
the laboratory of Jan Erikson, Ph.D.,  
has discovered some of the protein 
signals responsible for keeping the 
memory of distant viral infections alive 
within our bodies. Their research may 
make it possible to manipulate antibody-
secreting cells in order to prolong or 
strengthen the effectiveness of vaccines 
to viral diseases, such as influenza.   

“We are particularly interested in 
how our bodies generate antibodies 
against viruses and how we maintain 
anti-viral antibody secreting cells as a 
hedge against future infection from the 
same virus,” said Erikson, a professor in 
Wistar’s Immunology program. “We 
know protein signals sustain the cells 
that make antibodies against viruses in 
perpetuity, which we believe is crucial 
knowledge for the development of 
vaccines for lasting protection.”

Altieri: “Jan and her team identify a 
critical role for cellular signaling in 
ensuring the survival of antibody-
producing protective cells. This is an 
incredibly important mechanism to 
understand if you would like to boost 
the longevity of vaccinations.”

WhITE BLOOd cELLS ON  
“STANdBY” mOdE

hui hu, Ph.d.

Nature Immunology 
May 1, 2011 

For much of the time, our T cells —  
the white blood cells that act as the 
police of the immune system — are  
in what immunologists call a “quiescent 
state,” a sort of standby mode. For years, 
scientists have wondered if quiescence 
occurred by default or whether T cells 
need to work at remaining silent. Now, 
the laboratory of Wistar’s Hui Hu, 
Ph.D., provides the first direct proof 
that a protein, called Foxp1, actively 
maintains this standby mode in T cells 
until the cells are called upon by other 
parts of the immune system.

Their findings could one day enable 
researchers to activate T cells to fight 
diseases such as cancer, which  
can go undetected or unrecognized  
by the immune system. In fact,  
the researchers report that knocking 
out the Foxp1 protein in mice activates  
T cells, allowing the cells to work  
in their policing function.

“T cell quiescence has been a  
big mystery in immunology with some 
obvious and profound implications  
for treating illness by manipulating  
the immune system,” said Hu, senior 
author of the study and assistant 
professor in the Immunology program 
at The Wistar Institute. “We believe  
we have provided evidence that 
quiescence is not just a passive, default 
state, and we are now beginning to 
understand the molecular mechanisms 
by which it happens.”

Altieri: “This is a great piece  
of research that clearly defines a 
mechanism responsible for activating  
T cells. It has clear implications  
for efforts to stimulate immune cells  
to attack cancer.”

Jan Erikson, Ph.d.

hui hu, Ph.d.

Joseph Kissil, Ph.d.

Ronen marmorstein, Ph.d.  

dario Altieri, m.d. 



SOURcES OF FUNdS 

Federal grant funding $ 38,759,000 43%

Foundation and  
other private funding           4,024,000 5%

State funding           2,441,000 3%

Corporate-sponsored research 360,000 0%

unrestricted contributions    743,000 1%

Capital campaign contributions 23,376,000 27%

technology transfer         18,008,000 21%

    87,711,000 100%

Direct research 56%

Depreciation/disposals of capital assets 8%

library operation 1%

administration & general 16%

operation & maintenance of plant 11%

USES OF FUNdS  

Direct research         37,806,000 56%

administration and general         10,518,000 16%

operation &  
maintenance of plant           7,464,000 11%

library operation              344,000 1%

Depreciation/disposals  
of capital assets           5,265,000 8%

Investment and other losses           5,173,000 8%

         66,570,000 100%

Change in net assets  $     21,141,000 

Investment & other losses 8%
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NUmBER  
OF EmPLOYEES:

417
NUmBER OF  
POST-dOcTORAL FELLOWS:

53

NUmBER OF  
PRE-dOcTORAL TRAINEES:

37
NUmBER OF  
VISITINg ScIENTISTS:

19

NUmBER OF cOUNTRIES*  
OF ORIgIN REPRESENTEd:

39
NUmBER  
OF LABORATORIES:

29

RESEARch cENTERS

the albert r. taxin Brain  
tumor research Center

the Center for Chemical Biology  
and translational Medicine

the Center for Systems  
and Computational Biology

the robert a. Fox  
Structural Biology Center

the Wistar Institute  
Cancer Center

the Wistar Institute Melanoma  
research Center

the Wistar Institute Vaccine Center

ShAREd FAcILITIES

animal Facility

Bioinformatics Facility

Flow Cytometry Facility

Genomics Facility

Histotechnology Facility

Microscopy Facility

Molecular Screening Facility

Mouse Genetics Facility 

protein expression Facility

proteomics Facility

research Supply Facility 

*algeria, argentina, austria, Belarus, Brazil, Canada, China, Colombia, Denmark, Ireland, el Salvador,  
Finland, France, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Hungary, India, Italy, Jordan, Japan, Kenya, Korea, Mongolia,  
nigeria, norway, peru, poland, romania, russia, Serbia, Singapore, Spain, Sri lanka, taiwan, trinidad,  
united Kingdom, united States, Vietnam
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 “On behalf of the 
Institute and its 
researchers, thank 
you for your  
generous support 
of our mission.” 
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IT hAS BEEN

aN hONOr
ince the days of its founding, 
Wistar Institute discoveries 
have made a profound  
impact on human health  

and well being. Moving into the future, 
the Institute is extending the impact  
of its basic science beyond its doors 
through partnerships with research 
hospitals and the biotech industry  
to help translate these discoveries 
 into new and improved treatments  
for cancer and other diseases.

Wistar relies on other key partner-
ships as well — with the many  
generous individuals, corporations  
and philanthropic foundations that 
provide the vital funding for life-saving 
research. One could argue that  
Wistar’s philanthropic partners are  
its most important, for without them 
many of the most promising research 
projects might never get off the  
ground for lack of funding.

I’ve had the honor and good fortune 
to serve as chair of The Wistar Institute 
Board of Trustees for the past seven 

years, and as a member even longer. 
Over that time I’ve seen groundbreaking 
discoveries related to the genetic 
underpinnings of cancer, the successful  
commercialization of the RotaTeq® 
vaccine which protects millions  
of children around the world from 
life-threatening diarrheal infection,  
and steady progress in developing new 
vaccines and therapies against  
HIV, influenza and cancer. I’ve also 
witnessed the birth of Wistar’s future 
home, a gleaming seven-story  
research tower that will be an engine  
of discovery for decades to come.

It has been an honor to be engaged 
with such an amazing organization  
full of incredibly talented and dedicated 
people whose work touches all of our 
lives, every day. As of this writing,  
I have stepped down as board chair and 
ceded the gavel to another longtime 
supporter of Wistar and fellow board 
member, Helen Pudlin. As board chair, 
Helen will bring her many talents  
and enthusiasm for the Institute to 

charting its course well into the future.
That future is brighter than ever. 

Those of you who know Wistar 
understand this to be true. To those  
of you who don’t, I invite you to  
join us on the journey. On behalf  
of the Institute and its researchers, 
thank you for your generous support  
of our mission. 

Brian H. Dovey
Chair, The Wistar Institute  
Board of Trustees    

S
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This page, left: Friends of Wistar gathered in  
Palm Beach, Florida, in February to hear the latest 
advances in cancer research. (left to right) Wistar 
President and CEO Russel E. Kaufman, M.D.; 
trustee emeritus Doris Taxin; Wistar Institute 
Cancer Center Director Dario C. Altieri, M.D.
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Right: Wistar Professor Ronen Marmorstein, Ph.D., 
introduces a young friend to the wonders of micros-
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at a Wistar Authors Series event in November.
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s an active member of 
Wistar’s board of trustees, 
Schaeffer has taken  
a keen guiding interest  

in Wistar’s progress. As a donor, she 
has been instrumental in helping to 
raise significant funds for the Institute.  
Her generous gifts of both time  
and interest are among the many 
reasons the Institute honored her  
with The Wistar Award at the 2011 
Wistar Gala, which raised more than 
$150,000 for the Building Wistar, 
Changing the World capital campaign. 

“Adele’s generosity and her attention 
enable Wistar to continue in its  
mission of furthering science to create 
medicine,” said Russel E. Kaufman, 
Wistar’s president and CEO, in a tribute 
video screened at the gala. “She seems 
to get a great deal of joy hearing about 
Wistar science, but also about the plans 
Wistar is making, to further our 
progress and success. Whenever we 
come up with a few good ideas, I make 
it a point to have Adele there, helping  
us and supporting us.”

Adele Schaeffer is a consummate 
civic leader.  She is known as the sort  
of person toward whom others 
gravitate.  Her ability to connect people 
and nurture relationships has advanced 
Wistar by drawing many people into  
its ranks of valued donors. 

“If I truly believe in something,  
I look to coalesce others around  
this issue, to resolve it, to make it work,  
or just to move it forward,” Schaeffer 
said. “In getting to know Wistar I 
realized that the Institute is something  
I have to support; its work is having  
a tremendous impact on public  
health and will continue to do so in  
the future.”

Schaeffer has chaired all of  
the Wistar Galas since 1994. The event 
honors individuals who have been 
instrumental in ensuring the continuing 
vitality of the Institute, such as past 
honorees Robert A. Fox, Doris Taxin, 
Kevin M. Tucker, Harold M. Davis, and 
Ira Brind. Thus, it is fitting that Adele 
was honored at the 2011 Gala, chaired 
by her good friend Penny Fox. 

Her compassion for others, however, 
is what makes Adele Schaeffer a truly 
valuable friend to Wistar. 

 “Learning about Wistar has been 
utterly fascinating,” said Schaeffer. “Not 
only for what they have accomplished 
in the past, but also just knowing what 
the researchers are aiming to do now.”

Schaeffer is particularly interested  
in the work of Emmanuel Skordalakes, 
Ph.D., who has made major advances in 
understanding one of the most 
fundamental aspects of cell division and 
cellular aging — how structures called 
telomeres, found on the tips of 
chromosomes, and an enzyme called 
telomerase prevent the ends of 
chromosomes from fraying or recom-
bining with other chromosomes. This 
process is critical in both cancer and 
aging, so understanding the complex 
pathways and how they go awry in 
diseases could lead to the development 
of powerful new therapies.

“Her contributions to our efforts to 
identify cancer therapies and therefore 
help humanity, is in some way equal  
to what we do on a scientific level,”  
said Skordalakes, an associate professor 
in Wistar’s Gene Expression and 
Regulation program. “She doesn’t have 
to do what she does for us, she does  
it because she wants to help people.”  

A
Wistar Board co-Vice chair helen Pudlin and  
President and cEO Russel E. Kaufman, m.d., present 
The Wistar Award to Schaeffer at the 2011 gala.

Penny Fox and Adele Schaeffer.

Enjoying the company of her husband, harold, and 
former U.S. Sen. Arlen Specter, at The Wistar gala.

“Adele’s generosity  
and her attention  
enable Wistar to  
continue in its mission 
of furthering science  
to create medicine.” 
RUSSEL E. KAUFmAN, m.d.  
PRESIdENT ANd cEO
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AdELE SchAEFFER
REcOgNIzINg TRUE cOmmITmENT:

Any organization would consider itself lucky if it gains 
the interest of someone like Adele Schaeffer. For  
over two decades, The Wistar Institute has considered 
itself very lucky indeed.
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Stradley Ronon Stevens and Young LLP
TetraLogic Pharmaceuticals
mr.* and mrs. Kevin m. Tucker
Universal health Services, Inc.
Vanguard charitable Endowment Program
Veritable, LP
Richard and carolyn Vermeil Foundation, a fund of the 

chester county community Foundation

PRESIdENT’S SOcIETY – FELLOWS 
($1,000.00 + ) 
Allentown, Inc.
mr. and mrs. Robert m. Alper
dr. mindy Schuster and dr. Eric Bernstein
mr. John K. Binswanger
dani P. Bolognesi, Ph.d.
ms. gwen Borowsky and mr. david camp
gerald and Susan Burns
mrs. Barbara cantor
mr. and mrs. cummins catherwood, Jr.
dr. catherine chern and mr. John Auyeung
mr. and mrs. harvey cherner
ms. gwen A. clendenning
mr. and mrs. matt cohen
mr. and mrs. Peter E. corrado
mr. and mrs. Rodney d. day III
ms. Barbara L. de mare
mr. and mrs. Samuel E. dennis
mr. and mrs. Brian Effron
Evantine design
mr. and mrs. Robin Farkas
mr. and mrs. Joseph m. Field
mr. and mrs. martin Field
mrs. Annabelle Fishman
The honorable and mrs. James J. Fitzgerald III
ms. Sara Jane Fitzpatrick
mr. James Flanigan
mr. and mrs. Richard J. Fox
mr. and mrs. Benjamin Frankel
mr. and mrs. Jack m. Friedland
mrs. Stanton Friedman
ms. Staci Vernick goldberg
dr. and mrs. Alfred E. goldman
dr. Jennifer gross and mr. Eli gross
mr. and mrs. gerald gushner
mr. and mrs. S. matthews V. hamilton, Jr.
John g. harkins, Jr.
dr. gail W. hearn and mr. Peter hearn
dr. and mrs. Scott h. herbert
mr. harvey hewitt
mr. and mrs. Laurence holbert
The honorable and mrs. harris N. hollin
The honickman Family
howson and howson LLP
Independence Blue cross
mrs. Alan Isen
mr. Stephen R. Jacobs
mr. and mrs. Jerry L. Johnson
dr. and mrs. Russel E. Kaufman

Larry Keinath and Rosemary Spingler
Keystone Industries
mr. and mrs. Leonard m. Klehr
mr. and mrs. h. Lewis Klein
mr. and mrs. Leonard I. Korman
ms. Susan S. Kozik
Kravco company
mr. and mrs. harvey S. Kronfeld
mr. and mrs. h. F. Lenfest
mr. and mrs. Robert P. Levy
harry A. Lieberman Foundation
mr. and mrs. gene Locks
mr. and mrs. John A. Lynott
mr. and mrs. Seymour g. mandell
mr. and mrs. dan W. matthias
ms. Jennifer mendel
mrs. Joan miller
mr. and mrs. John Nyheim
dr. and mrs. david Paskin
mr. and mrs. Stuart Peltz
Pepper hamilton, LLP
dr. and mrs. Richard g. Pestell
mr. Edward A. Piscopo
mr. Arthur L. Powell
mr. Richard Powell
mr. and mrs. Alan L. Reed
mr. and mrs. Stanley Reichlin
mr. and mrs. Ralph J. Roberts
mr. and mrs. Fred I. Robinson
dr. and mrs. Richard h. Rothman
mr. and mrs. marvin J. Rounick
mrs. Julia Rousso
mr. and mrs. Edward J. Ryan
Sanofi Aventis
Saul Ewing LLP
mr. and mrs. george U. Sauter
Schnader harrison Segal and Lewis LLP
mr. and mrs. K. george Schoeppner
mr. and mrs. Leonard B. Shore
mr. and mrs. Frank P. Slattery, Jr.
mr. and mrs. david L. Spooner
mr. and mrs. Barry E. Tague
mr. and mrs. Larry Tanenbaum
dr. Stephen S. Tang
mr. and mrs. Edward Tawil
mr. and mrs. Fred c. Tecce
mr. and mrs. gilbert Tucker
mr. Stephen Tustin
University city Science center
mr. Paul N. Urick
dr. and mrs. Jerome J. Vernick
donna and Lester Weinraub
mr. and mrs. Richard L. Weisberg
Jeremiah J. White, Jr.
mr. and mrs. mark Wilf
miss caroline P. Wistar
mr. gil Wistar

BENEFAcTOR 
($500 + ) 
mr. george J. Ahern
mr. Tim Alles
mr. Thomas J. Baldoni
mr. Peter A. Benoliel and ms. Willo carey
mr. and mrs. Kenneth m. Bleznak
mrs. Sally cooper Bleznak
mr. and mrs. martin Brait
mr. Jared cannon
mr. and mrs. Robert hacker clapham, Sr.
ms. Sheri x. de cristofaro
mr. and mrs. Leonard dubin
mr. Robert duminiak
mr. Joseph L. Fazio
mr. and mrs. Robert T. Forrester
dr. L. Patrick gage and ms. Irina Wilson-gage
mr. and mrs. Joseph L. garde
dr. mary catherine glick
mr. and mrs. Robert goodman
greater Philadelphia chamber of commerce
mrs. Samuel m. V. hamilton
ms. Rebecca higgins
dr. Ann Jeglum
Barbara B. Knowles, Ph.d.
mrs. Lillian S. Kosloff
mr. and mrs. Robert m. Lam
mr. and mrs. Emanuel Landau
mr. and mrs. mark Lenet

This page, left: Siddhartha Mukherjee, M.D., 
(right) author of The Emperor of All Maladies  
leads a panel discussion of advances in cancer 
research at a Wistar Authors Series event in April. 
Joining him on the panel are Wistar Professor 
Meenhard Herlyn, D.V.M., D.Sc., and Bin Chen, 
Ph.D., of University of the Sciences.

Center: (left to right) Jack Stievelman, Wistar 
trustee emeritus Doris Taxin, Judith Simkins, Nina 
Albert and Susan Tawil attend a “friend-raiser”  
in Palm Beach in February.

Right: Max Berger (center) and his colleagues on 
The Wistar Institute Leadership Council in January 
hosted the opening night reception for the Nikon 
Small World photomicrography exhibit. 

Opposite page, left: Board Co-Vice Chair  
Richard and Ruth Horowitz. 

Center: It was standing room only at the  
ceremonial groundbreaking for Wistar’s new 
research tower in September.

Right: At the 16th annual Taxin Golf &  
Bridge Classic, (left to right) Honorary Chair  
Doris Taxin, Nina Albert, Sylvan Tobin,  
Co-chair Fran Tobin, Penny Fox.

* dEcEASEd
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PRESIdENT’S cOUNcIL  
(1,000,000 + )
Anonymous
Wellcome Trust

ISAAc WISTAR SOcIETY ($500,000 + )
Penny and Robert Fox
mr. and mrs. gerald B. Rorer 

cENTENNIAL SOcIETY  
($100,000 + ) 
American cancer Society
Anonymous
mr. Ira Brind 
The Ellison medical Foundation
mr. and mrs. Bruce A. goodman
Susan g. Komen Breast cancer Foundation
march of dimes Foundation
g. harold and Leila Y. mathers charitable Foundation
PTS Foundation
Sibley memorial hospital
W. W. Smith charitable Trust
mr. and mrs. Sylvan m. Tobin
The V Foundation for cancer Research
daniel Wheeler and Amy Fox 

PATRON ($50,000 + )
American heart Association
connelly Foundation
Brian and Elizabeth dovey
Emerald Foundation
Fidelity charitable gift Fund
Jewish Federation of greater Philadelphia
dr. herbert Kean and The honorable Joyce Kean
mr. and mrs. Thomas F. Lafferty
mrs. Louis c. madeira IV
Noreen O’Neill Foundation for melanoma Research
The Philadelphia Foundation
mr.* and mrs. Edward Sickles
Samuel Waxman cancer Research Foundation

gUARANTOR ($10,000 + ) 
Robert and marta Adelson
Ballinger Architecture and Engineering
Barra Foundation, Inc.
Nancy and Robert Blank
mr. and mrs. douglas S. Briggs
mrs. June h. chern
children’s Tumor Foundation
citizens Bank

cotswold Foundation
mr. and mrs. harold m. davis
constance and carl Ferris charitable 

 Operating Foundation
mr. and mrs. mark Fishman
The Foundation for Enhancing communities
mr. and mrs. Jeffrey S. French
Friends Fighting ALS and melanoma
glaxoSmithKline
Jane and Joseph goldblum
Reuben and mollie gordon Foundation
mr. Joel K. greenberg and dr. marcy gringlas
The hassel Foundation
Ruth and Richard horowitz
Innisfree Foundation of Bryn mawr
mr. Leroy E. Kean
mr. and mrs. Ronald J. Kozich
mr. and mrs. Ronald A. Krancer
mr. martin P. Krasner
Susan and graham mcdonald
merck and co., Inc.
mr. and mrs. I. Wistar morris III 
National Analysts Worldwide
dr. and mrs. Paul Allan Offit
Pfizer, Inc.
Seymour S. Preston III and Jean E. h. Preston
helen and david Pudlin
martha W. Rogers charitable Trust
mr. and mrs. milton S. Schneider
Seamon corporation
The Squires golf club
doris Taxin and Jack Stievelman
mr. James d. Troyer and ms. Kathleen callan
Tulsa community Foundation
United Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania
mr. and mrs. david V. Wachs
Wawa Inc.

PRESIdENT’S SOcIETY – 
INSURERS ($5,000 + )
mrs. Vincent Bell
Berkley Life Sciences
mr. and mrs. Alan d. Bleznak
ms. Stacy chern and mr. Ty Wu
dr. d. Walter cohen
mr. and mrs. Norman cohn
cozen O’connor
mr. and mrs. Stephen Allen cozen
ms. Lee ducat
mr. and mrs. Ira m. Ingerman
mr. and mrs. Joseph Kestenbaum
mr. and mrs. Bernard Korman
mr. henry S. miller, Jr. and mr. Ken Nimblett
Board of managers, moore college of Art
Albert Ominsky, Esquire and Paula dresnin

PATh
The PNc Financial Services group
RAF Industries
The Edward and Elsa Rhoads Trust
mr. and mrs. William g. Rhoads
mr. and mrs. Robert h. Rock
mr. and mrs. Ronald Rubin
mr. and mrs. Seymore Rubin
Paul and Sharon Schmitt
Judith Soltz and Richard Belas
mr. Lawrence V. Stein
mr. and mrs. John W. Sullivan
mr. and mrs. Bryan S. Weingarten
mr. c. cresson Wistar 

PRESIdENT’S SOcIETY – 
dIREcTORS ($2,500 + ) 
mr. and mrs. William A. Albert
mr. Robert Angevine
mr. Scott Barsky
mr. and mrs. max m. Berger
mr. Jim Brecker
chester county community Foundation
comcast-Spectacor
mr. and mrs. I. michael coslov
mrs. margaret F. cristofalo
Kenneth J. davis, Esquire
Electric Factory concerts
dr. and mrs. Jack Ende
The Esselen Family Fund of  

the Saint Paul Foundation
mr. and mrs. Joseph J. Fenkel
mrs. Joan E. Foot
mr. and mrs. William J. Friel, Jr.
mr. Joseph F. grusemeyer
hangley Aronchick Segal Pudlin and Schiller
drs. meenhard and dorothee herlyn
Kaplan Pomerantz Schaeffer Foundation
The Kutler-Silberman Family Fund of the  

Vanguard charitable Endowment Program
mr. and mrs. Larry magid
mr. and mrs. John middleton
mr. and mrs. Alan B. miller
maida R. milone, Esquire
Pennsylvania department of health
mr. and mrs. Timothy Pesce
Philadelphia Phillies
ms. E. K. Pomerantz miller
dr. and mrs. Kenneth Scott Resnik
dr. and mrs. donald Vail Rhoads
mr. Brett Rhode
mr. Joseph c. Sassa, III
mr. and mrs. Ernest Scheller, Jr.
mr. and mrs. Fred Shabel
mr. and mrs. Roy Shapiro

OUR PhILANThROPIc PARTNERS (continued)

The Wistar Institute gratefully acknowledges the following individuals, foundations and  
corporations who made contributions of $100 or more from January 1, 2011 to december 31, 2011.
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Eileen Baird
Like many of Wistar’s supporters, Eileen 
Baird’s introduction to the Institute 
came through a personal connection. 
Fourteen years later, her connection 
remains just that – personal.

In 1994, Baird lost her husband, 
Carl, to lung cancer that had spread to 
his brain. Grieving, she sought solace 
in a support group. Another member of 
that group, Doris Taxin, had just a few 
months earlier lost her own husband, 
Albert, to brain cancer. Sharing their 
bereavement, the two became close. 

“I was aware that Doris had founded 
a golf tournament in memory of  
her husband, Albert. That’s where  
my support for Wistar began, through 
that connection,” Baird recalled.

Baird attended that first Albert R. 
Taxin Golf and Bridge Classic, an 
annual event which since its inception 
in 1999 has raised close to $2 million 
for brain tumor research at The Wistar 
Institute. She has been a steady 
supporter ever since, making close to 
60 gifts to the Institute over the years.

Having a background in science 
herself — in her early days she worked 
as a medical technologist at a hospital 
and for a physician in private practice 
— Baird understands the importance  
of funding basic research. Through the 
ingenuity of its researchers and dedicated 
support from individuals like Baird, 
discoveries made in Wistar’s laboratories 
have the potential to be developed  
into new diagnostics, vaccines and 
drugs for cancer and other diseases.

“What keeps me coming back is the 
research. That’s my prime interest,” 
Baird said. “At Wistar, they are doing 
the research to find a cure for cancer.”

Most, if not all, of Baird’s support has 
been in the form of memorial gifts, 
donations made in memory of a loved 
one or friend who has passed away. 
What began as a way to honor the 
memory of her  husband, is now her 
personal way to memorialize others.

mr. and mrs. A. Bruce mainwaring
mr. and mrs. Scott mason
marie mccrossen
mrs. donald mcdonald
mr. and mrs. michael E. miller
mr. drew moss
mr. and mrs. Robert mumma
mr. and mrs. carmine muratore
mr. and mrs. Arthur Pappas
mr. and mrs. Peter F. Pecoraio
dr. and mrs. Frank J. Rauscher III
dr. caroline S. Rhoads
mr. Samuel Vail Rhoads
mr. Ed Rogers
mr. and mrs. Edward h. Rosen 
mr. Louis E. Rousso
Wayne Rowland and denise diPangrazio
dr. and mrs. Karl F. Rugart, Jr.
mr. and mrs. herman Rush
Franz W. Sichel Foundation
mr. and mrs. Richard L. Sichel
mr. and mrs. howard A. Silverman
mr. and mrs. morton h. Simkins
mr.* and mrs. Joseph Smukler
ms. cathi Snyder
ms. Bonnie Squires and mr. Sami Ouahada
dr. Arthur L. Stokes
dr. Lynne Tobin
mr. cary Toner
United Way of camden county
mr. James B. Wistar
ms. Jo-Ann zoll

AFFILIATE ($250 + ) 
mr. Brian Abernathy
mr. Arthur R. Ainsberg
mr. and mrs. Joseph Armon
mr. and mrs. Robert A. Bacine
mrs. Ian Berg
mr. and mrs. howard Bleznak
mr. and mrs. Francis x. Bresnan
ms. Josie Burri
mr. Robert carroll
mr. and mrs. Edward c. driscoll
ms. helen Ehlers
mr. and mrs. Stanley Elkman
ms. Joan m. Farkas
mr. and mrs. mario Ferroni
mr. and mrs. Steven Fox
ms. Bonnie grant
mr. and mrs. g. david hansbarger
Alan F. horwitz, Ph.d.
mr. and mrs. david A. Jenkins
Isabelle Leconte, Ph.d.
ms. caryl Levinson
mrs. Judith Lieb
mr. William m. macdonald
mr. Kevin P. mcdermott
mr. and mrs. Robert A. miller
mr. Robert Oppenheimer
mr. and mrs. Adolf A. Paier, Jr.
mr. and mrs. donald J. Pohlig
george c. Prendergast, Ph.d.
Vincent Price, Ph.d.
mr. and mrs. Lawrence S. Reichlin
curtis J. Roth, Esquire  

and marvin Lundy*, Esquire   
mr. and mrs. michael J. Ruggiero
Lori Schecter and douglas Roseman
mr. and mrs. michael A. Scully
mr. and mrs. Kenneth S. Sweet
mrs. Roberta R. Tanenbaum
mrs. Betty F. Tomaselli

mr. and mrs. Scott Urdang
dr. and mrs. Leonard Warren
mr. and mrs. Kyle Weber
mr. and mrs. Raymond h. Welsh
dr. and mrs. michael Widlitz
craig and Lisa zappetti
mr. and mrs. Bernard zolot

ASSOcIATE ($100 + ) 
Anonymous
mrs. Edith R. Ackerman
mr. and mrs. merrill Alderfer
ms. Andrea R. Allon
ms. Tobe Amsterdam
mrs. Eileen Baird
mr. and mrs. Frederic L. Ballard, Jr.
mr. and mrs. Robert L. Bast
charles J. Bauernschmidt, Esquire
mr. James Beck and ms. Lyn hogben
mrs. murray Belman
mr. and mrs. Arthur Berkowitz
mrs. dene K. Bernstein
mr. mark Blaskey
mr.* and mrs. Robert Blumenthal
ms. Stacy E. Bookman
mr. daniel S. Bowerman
mr. and mrs. Fred E. Braemer
mr. Nicholas W. Brown
dr. and mrs. T. Wister Brown
mr. and mrs. Edward g. Bussinger
mr. and mrs. Robert B. cahall
mr. and mrs. John carlson
mrs. Roberta clayman
ms. maria colelli
concerned citizens of center city
mr. and mrs. herbert cook
mr. Steve cotterman
mrs. Eleanor m. cox
mr. and mrs. clyde cutner
ms. Toby davidov
mr. Wayne decastro
mr. christopher J. dowdell
mrs. Louisa c. dubin
mrs. Barbara Edelstein
mr. Scott R. Eldridge
mr. george Endrigian
mrs. Virginia Burt Eppinger
mr. Samuel J. Epstein
dr. and mrs. Robert m. Fisher
ms. Jane Freney
mr. Richard L. Freundlich
mr. and mrs. Joseph h. Friedrich
mr. and mrs. Robert gamberg
ms. gloria marcy gilman
mr. and mrs. henry A. gladstone
mr. and mrs. Irwin govberg
mr. Steven c. graham
mr. and mrs. mark gushner
mr.  and mrs. Norman L. gutman 
mr. Louis gutzait
mr. and mrs. Bernard halligan
mr. and mrs. John m. harris
dr. and mrs. Steven R. harris
mrs. gail hauptfuhrer
mr. and mrs. geoffrey haynes
mr. and mrs. Paul hetzel
mr. and mrs. george hobbs
ms. Lois hockman
mr. Larry hollin
miss Anna S. Jeffrey
Edwin W. Kane, d.d.S.
mr. and mrs. Jackson K. Kao
mrs. Sylvia Kaskey

dr. Solomon Katz and ms. Pauline A. candaux
mr. John J. Kelly, Jr.
mr. dan Kepner
ms. Eileen Kravitz
ms. monika Krug
mr. and mrs. Robert Kurtter
mr. and mrs. Robert A. Lagas
Bradford J. Lam, Esquire
mr. and mrs. Ernest R. Leitenberger
mr. Shaun E. Lenet
mr. and mrs. Jeffrey Scott Levitt
mr. and mrs. Sheldon J. Liss
mr. and mrs. Lee maimon
mrs. Sondra W. margolies
mrs. Pierre E. martin
mr. mark E. maxwell
mr. and mrs. Kurtis L. meyer
mr. and mrs. marshall W. meyer
mr. and mrs. Jack W. moffat
dr. and mrs. Sheldon L. morris
Louise and Jack moses
dr. and mrs. Steven J. munzer
Eleanor murdoch, Ph.d.
mr. and mrs. Fred E. Newburg
mr. and mrs. Steven Odell
mr. and mrs. Andrew m. Ominsky
ms. mae O’Neill
mr. and mrs. Arnold Ostroff
Kristi m. Poling, Esquire
mr. david Popper
ms. Jennifer d. Powers
mr. and mrs. Joseph Ramsay
ms. carolyn Reinbold
The Rittenhouse Foundation
mr. and mrs. Burton Rosen
mr. and mrs. Richard m. Rosenbleeth
mr. and mrs. martin Rosenthal
mr. and mrs. Joel Sackarowitz
mr. and mrs. James d. Samter
mr.* and mrs. Alfred B. Schaeffer
ms. Nora Pincus Schwarz
gloria marin darthea Sharples, Ph.d.
Robin R. Shephard
ms. Leola V. Shumar
mr. and mrs. charles h. Silverman
mr. and mrs. Alan P. Smith
mr. Richard d. Smith
dr. and mrs. howard Sobel
mr. and mrs. martin Stein
mr. and mrs. Lewis m. Stone
ms. Francine Tabas
dr. and mrs. Lawrence W. c. Tom
mr. david Urbach
mr. and mrs. James c. Vanderwaal
mr. Andrew Ward
mr. and mrs. derek P. B. Warden
mrs. helen B. Warner
Evan J. Weiner, m.d.
mr. max Weiner
mr. marvin Weinstein
dr. and mrs. howard Weinstock
Wells Fargo community Support campaign
mr. and mrs. marvin Welsch
mr. Andrew michael Welt
ms. Peggy Ann Welt
mr. and mrs. charles E. Will
mr. mayer Wolf
ms. connie J. Wood
mr. and mrs. Alan B. Worthington
mr. and mrs. John B. Wright

* dEcEASEd
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In memory of Alvin S. Ackerman, Esquire 
mRS. EdITh R. AcKERmAN

In memory of Eileen Appel 
mS. E. K. POmERANTz mILLER

In memory of Alan Baker 
mARcIE, JOhN, ANd gABBI BAKER 

mR. ANd mRS. mATThEW cRAmER 

mR. ANd mRS. RONALd J. KOzIch

In memory of Al Bargus 
mS. E. K. POmERANTz mILLER

In memory of Sherwin Birnkrant 
mR. ANd mRS. BERNARd zOLOT

In memory of Robert Blumenthal 
mR. ANd mRS. IRWIN gOVBERg

In memory of Kelly Pyne Bramble 
mR. ANd mRS. PAUL hETzEL

In memory of James Brewer 
mR. ANd mRS. ANdREW ThOmPSON 

mR. ANd mRS. PhILIP TIgAR 

mRS. dONALd WIdmANN

In memory of Jim Brody 
mS. E. K. POmERANTz mILLER

In memory of Johann Buerkli 
mS. E. K. POmERANTz mILLER

In memory of Barry calder 
mRS. PIERRE E. mARTIN

In memory of michael chernow  
mR. mARTIN P. KRASNER

In memory of dr. Warren B. cheston 
mR. ANd mRS. KURTIS L. mEYER

In memory of Betty Ann cohen 
mr. and mrs. Sylvan m. Tobin

In memory of Robert daniels 
mRS. EILEEN BAIRd

In memory of christopher davis 
mRS. JOYcE W. JABLONSKI 

mR. ANd mRS. JOhN A. LYNOTT

In memory of Edward Edelstein 
dR. hERBERT KEAN ANd ThE hONORABLE JOYcE KEAN

In memory of Fred and minna Farkas  
mS. JOAN m. FARKAS

In memory of Stanton Friedman 
mRS. EILEEN BAIRd

In memory of John T. gavin IV 
mR. ANd mRS. chARLES E. WILL

In memory of Joel gershman 
dR. hERBERT KEAN ANd ThE hONORABLE JOYcE KEAN

In memory of dr. Albert gilgore 
dR. ANd mRS. JEROmE I. FLIcKER

In memory of dr. michael glassner’s father 
mR. ANd mRS. IRWIN gOVBERg

In memory of Jerry goldman 
mR. ANd mRS. JOhN mARTINO

In memory of Richard golub 
mR. ANd mRS. ROBERT gAmBERg

In memory of Irv gomprecht 
mR. ANd mRS. IRWIN gOVBERg

In memory of harvey gushner 
mR. ANd mRS. IRWIN gOVBERg

In memory of Katherine hatton’s sister 
hELEN ANd dAVId PUdLIN

In memory of Lois hockman’s brother 
mR. ANd mRS. IRWIN gOVBERg

In memory of Richard “chick” Johanson 
ALAN SPOONER ANd ARmAS KOEhLER  

mR. ANd mRS. SYLVAN m. TOBIN

In memory of Yettanda Landis 
mR. ANd mRS. dOUgLAS S. BRIggS

In memory of Neil Leary 
dR. hERBERT KEAN ANd ThE hONORABLE JOYcE KEAN

In memory of Robert E. Leitenberger 
mR. ANd mRS. ERNEST R. LEITENBERgER

In memory of george Long, m.d. 
gLORIA mARIN dARThEA ShARPLES, Ph.d.

In memory of marvin Lundy, Esquire 
mRS. EILEEN BAIRd

In memory of Pearl Luria 
mS. E. K. POmERANTz mILLER

In memory of Sydney make 
mR. ANd mRS. JOhN mARTINO

In memory of Norma zella mendel 
SARA ANd PETER cORRAdO

In memory of Arline miller 
mRS. EILEEN BAIRd

In memory of Sandra miller  
mIchAEL, SUSAN, ANd ISAAc mILLER

In memory of Elaine Ominsky 
mR. ANd mRS. LEONARd dUBIN

In memory of Robert Pellatrio 
mR.* ANd mRS. KEVIN m. TUcKER

In memory of Ruth Perelman 
mRS. EILEEN BAIRd

In memory of Sidney Porter 
mR. ANd mRS. RIchARd m. hOROWITz

In memory of S. Edward Rhoads 
mRS. ELSA RhOAdS

In memory of Warren Richards 
mR. ANd mRS. dOUgLAS S. BRIggS

In memory of Thomas J. Roche 
mR. ANd mRS. ERNEST R. LEITENBERgER

In memory of Reginald “Rocky” Rockwell 
ANONYmOUS 

mS. dONNA BROWN  

mS. LINdA gOOdmAN  

mR. TOm hOhmANN  

mS. KATE O’NEILL   

mR. LEE PENNINgTON 

mRS. IRmA ROcKWELL 

mR. ALAN SPOONER 

mS. ShERRY SPOONER 

mRS. EVE WATTERS 

In memory of martin Rosen 
mR. ANd mRS. ROBERT gAmBERg

In memory of Talu Rosen 
mR. ANd mRS. IRWIN gOVBERg

In memory of herman Rosenfeld 
mRS. EILEEN BAIRd

In memory of Amy Rubenstein 
mRS. VERA RESNIK

In memory of Irving Shusterman 
mR. ANd mRS. BERNARd zOLOT

In memory of Edward Sickles 
mS. JAcQUELINE m. AxILBUNd 

mR.* ANd mRS. ROBERT BLUmENThAL  

mS. ShIRLYE cOhEN  

mR. ANd mRS. hERBERT cOOK 

mS. cAROL dERShAW 

PENNY ANd ROBERT FOx 

STEVE ANd KAREN hARRIS 

mR. ANd mRS. RIchARd m. hOROWITz 

mR. ANd mRS. RONALd J. KOzIch 

mS. EILEEN KRAVITz 

mS. cINdY LAmBERg 

mR. ANd mRS. ShELdON J. LISS 

mS. KAThLEEN W. mAhANES 

mR. ANd mRS. ScOTT mASON 

mR. ANd mRS. gARY mAThERN 

mR. ANd mRS. STEVEN OdELL 

mR. ANd mRS. ROBERT PARSONS 

mRS. hOWARd h. ROBERTS 

mR. ANd mRS. RIchARd m. ROSENBLEETh 

LARRY ANd dALE ROSENWALd ANd FAmILY 

ROBIN R. ShEPhARd 

mR. dAVId E. SImON II 

ThE SQUIRES gOLF cLUB 

mR. ANd mRS. mARTIN STEIN 

dIcK ANd LOIS STERN 

dORIS TAxIN ANd JAcK STIEVELmAN 

mR.* ANd mRS. KEVIN m. TUcKER 

mR. BARRY TRATENBERg 

mR. ANd mRS. RIchARd L. WEISBERg 

mR. ANdREW mIchAEL WELT 

mS. PEggY ANN WELT ANd mR. JEFFREY KALISER 

dANIEL WhEELER ANd AmY FOx

In memory of diane Sosman’s mother 
mR. ANd mRS. IRWIN gOVBERg

In memory of Susan Spaet 
mR. ANd mRS. ROBERT gAmBERg

In memory of mel Stern 
mR. ANd mRS. RIchARd m. hOROWITz

In memory of Eileen Trost 
mS. dEBORAh A. ARgENTO

In memory of Tina Weintraub 
mR. ANd mRS. ROBERT gAmBERg

In memory of Jeanette Weston 
mR. ANd mRS. RONALd J. KOzIch

In memory of Terry Wollins’ mother 
mS. E. K. POmERANTz mILLER

In memory of george zallie, Sr.  
mR. ANd mRS. LEWIS KATz 

SANdY ANd JEAN TAxIN

IN mEmORY OF…

* dEcEASEd

In honor of Bud cook’s birthday 
mR. ANd mRS. IRWIN gOVBERg 

mR. ANd mRS. JERRY SUTOW

In honor of doris coppock with good wishes 
mR. ANd mRS. mATT cOhEN

In honor of Peter corrado and family 
WAYNE ROWLANd ANd dENISE dIPANgRAzIO

In honor of Brian and Betty dovey 
mR. ANd mRS. JAmES d. SAmTER 

mR. ANd mRS. JEFFREY ScOTT LEVITT 

mR. ANd mRS. ScOTT URdANg

In honor of Penny Fox 
EdWARd ANd EVELYN ROSEN

In honor of Robert Fox 
mR. ANd mRS. ROBERT m. LAm

In honor of Bruce and Judi goodman 
mR. ANd mRS. ROBERT STERNBERg

In honor of mr. and mrs. Norman gutman 
mR. mARK LATKA

In honor of don hockman’s speedy recovery 
mR. ANd mRS. IRWIN gOVBERg

In honor of Louis hockman’s engagement 
mR. ANd mRS. IRWIN gOVBERg

In honor of mr. and mrs. michael holbert’s wedding 
mR. ANd mRS. LAURENcE hOLBERT

In honor of Rick horowitz’s special birthday 
mR. ANd mRS. JOhN m. hARRIS 

mR. dAVId POPPER 

mR. ANd mRS. mARK SNYdER

In honor of Ira Ingerman 
mR. mARVIN WEINSTEIN

In honor of Selma Katz’s 96th birthday 
mRS. JEAN m. TAxIN

In honor of candy Kean’s birthday 
mRS. BARBARA cANTOR

In honor of Kirby and Susan Kean’s birthdays 
mRS. BARBARA cANTOR

In honor of dr. and mrs. herbert Kean 
mR. ANd mRS. JOSEPh F. LAdzENSKI

In honor of Sharon Kestenbaum’s special birthday 
mR. ANd mRS. ROBERT KURTTER 

mR. dAVId POPPER 

LORI SchEcTER ANd dOUgLAS ROSEmAN 

mR. ANd mRS. hAROLd SchAEFFER 

mR. ANd mRS. RIchARd m. hOROWITz

In honor of Faye Olivieri Kozich 
mR. ANd mRS. STUART PELTz

In honor of Aaron R. Lam 
BRAdFORd J. LAm, ESQUIRE

In honor of Susan and graham mcdonald 
mRS. mARJORIE R. PhILIPS

In honor of Susan mcdonald 
mR. ANd mRS. mARShALL W. mEYER

In honor of Jennifer mendel and Fred Fox 
mS. STAcY E. BOOKmAN

In honor of Noel Perloff’s speedy recovery 
mRS. JUdY LYONS

In honor of Adele Schaeffer 
mR. ANd mRS. ROBERT gAmBERg 

mR.* ANd mRS. ALFREd B. SchAEFFER 

mR. PETER A. BENOLIEL ANd mS. WILLO cAREY 

mR. ANd mRS. JOSEPh L. gARdE 

mR.* ANd mRS. KEVIN m. TUcKER

In honor of herbert Sosman’s speedy recovery 
mR. ANd mRS. JERRY SUTOW

In honor of Fran Tobin 
REUBEN ANd mOLLIE gORdON FOUNdATION 
JILL ANd mARK FIShmAN

In honor of helen Tripoli 
mRS. JOhN ROBERTS

IN hONOR OF…

* dEcEASEd

OUR PhILANThROPIc PARTNERS (continued)

In memoriam, Edward Sickles
In April of 2011 The Wistar Institute lost one if its strongest  
advocates and most generous supporters with the passing of 
Edward Sickles. A remarkable friend of Wistar for many years, 
Sickles helped guide the Institute’s progress as a member of the 
board of trustees from 1992-2009. he was integral to the  
Institute’s fundraising successes, serving as chair of the board’s 
development committee from 1998-2005, and chair of the  
2002-2007 capital campaign. his legacy as a volunteer leader  
who devoted his time, business acumen, and energy to developing 
and garnering philanthropic support for Wistar’s research  
remains unsurpassed — and for this, all at Wistar remain grateful.
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Elizabeth mcKee Anderson daniel K. Fitzpatrick Lawrence V. Stein, Esq.

From its inception in 1892, The  
Wistar Institute has relied upon the 
guidance of volunteer advisers who 
have invested their time and experience 
in making the Institute successful.  
In 2011, the Wistar board of trustees 
welcomed three new members into  
its ranks, each volunteering particular 
skills and expertise to help guide  
the Institute through its current 
transformative period. 

Elizabeth McKee Anderson knows 
translational medicine and the role  
of the global economic environment  
on drug development.  Anderson is 
Worldwide Vice President of Vaccines, 
Global Strategic Marketing, at Johnson 
& Johnson. In her current position,  
she is responsible for the global 
commercialization of a novel platform 
of monoclonal antibodies for the 
treatment and prevention of influenza. 
Anderson previously served as the 
company’s Worldwide Vice President  
of Immunology & Respiratory, Global 
Strategic Marketing. Prior to joining 
Johnson & Johnson, Anderson was 
Vice President and General Manager  
of Wyeth Lederle Vaccines, where she 
led the high-growth, $1 billion vaccine 
and pediatric pharmaceuticals business 
unit. Anderson came to Wyeth from 
Rhone Poulenc Rorer, where she  
served as Vice President and General 
Manager for the company’s U.S. 

biopharmaceuticals business. 
Anderson is a Tau Beta Pi graduate 

of Rutgers College of Engineering  
and holds a master of business 
administration degree in finance from 
the Sellinger School of Business and 
Management, Loyola College in 
Maryland. She is a member of The 
Haverford School board of trustees and 
chairs its marketing task force, and 
serves on the boards of the Healthcare 
Businesswomen’s Association and 
Pennsylvania BIO.

Daniel K. Fitzpatrick is a proven 
business leader with a keen sense for 
growth. Fitzpatrick, a CPA and 
Chartered Financial Analyst, is the 
Regional CEO for the Mid-Atlantic 
Region of RBS Citizens Bank. He also 
serves on the Citizens Financial Group 
Executive Leadership Group, the 
company’s senior leadership team. 
Fitzpatrick serves on the board and 
executive committee of the Greater 
Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce  
as well as the Chamber’s CEO Council 
for Growth. He is also on the board  
of directors of the Committee of 
Seventy and the Urban Affairs 
Coalition, and is a member of the 
executive committees of the Greater 
Philadelphia Convention and Visitor’s 
Bureau and the Office of Catholic 
Education of the Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia. He is chairman of the 

CEO Ambassadors for 21st Century 
Skills, and is a member of the board  
of trustees of La Salle University, the 
board of directors of the Free Library  
of Philadelphia Foundation, and the 
Franklin Institute.

Fitzpatrick earned a bachelor’s 
degree in business administration from 
La Salle University and an MBA from 
Drexel University.

Lawrence V. Stein, Esq., brings to  
the board a wealth of expertise in the 
business of translational medicine. 
Stein is Counsel at Reed Smith and 
previously served as Senior Vice 
President and General Counsel at 
Wyeth. While at Wyeth, he served  
on the board of directors of Immunex 
Corporation, and was a member of  
the compensation, stock option and 
nomination committees.

Stein received his juris doctorate, 
magna cum laude, from the University 
of Pennsylvania School of Law, where 
he served on the board of editors  
of the Law Review. He received a 
bachelor’s degree, cum laude, from 
Columbia College and a Master of Arts 
degree in European history from 
Cornell University. He is a member  
of the bars of the District of Columbia, 
the United States Supreme Court  
and various federal courts.

Talents on Board

WISTAR hERITAgE SOcIETY
The Wistar heritage Society recognizes the  
foresight and generosity of individuals who elect  
to perpetuate their support of biomedical research  
by including the Institute in their wills or estate 
 plans. members as of december 31, 2011 are: 

Francis x. Bresnan
Ira Brind
June h. chern
Peter E. corrado
harold m. davis
Joan m. Farkas  
Julia A. Felton
dr. and mrs. Jerome I. Flicker
Robert A. Fox
dr. and mrs. Alfred E. goldman
mr. and mrs. Bruce A. goodman
Joseph F. grusemeyer 
dorothee m. herlyn, d.V.m., d.Sc.
meenhard herlyn, d.V.m., d.Sc.
The honorable harris N. hollin
mrs. constance Jordan
Russel E. Kaufman, m.d.
herbert Kean, m.d.
hilary Koprowski, m.d.
glorita P. maida 
Kurtis L. meyer
Paula R. meyer
E. K. Pomerantz miller 
Sandya Narayanswami, Ph.d.
Elizabeth A. Pesce
Timothy P. Pesce
Seymour S. Preston III and Jean E.h. Preston
Lt. col. carolyn Reinbold
mrs. Elsa Rhoads
Karl F. Rugart, Jr., m.d.
Emily Brown Shields
Family of Stephen m. Shoyer
Ann g. Sickles
howard S. Turner, Ph.d.
James B. Wistar
Joan h. Wister

WISTAR FAmILY gIFTS
mr. and mrs. Frederic L. Ballard, Jr.
charles J. Bauernschmidt, Esquire
mrs. murray Belman
mrs. Anne W. Bowman
mr. Nicholas W. Brown
dr. and mrs. T. Wister Brown
mr. and mrs. Robert hacker clapham, Sr.
mrs. Barbara Lea couphos
mrs. Eleanor m. cox
mr. and mrs. Rodney d. day III
dr. and mrs. Robert m. Fisher
dr. and mrs. J. Brooke gardiner
mr. and mrs. A. heathcote hacker III
mr. and mrs. geoffrey haynes
mr. William m. macdonald
mrs. Pierre E. martin
mrs. James R. moore
mr. and mrs. I. Wistar morris III
ms. Joan Newhall
dr. caroline S. Rhoads
dr. and mrs. donald Vail Rhoads
The Edward and Elsa Rhoads Trust
mr. Samuel Vail Rhoads
mr. and mrs. William g. Rhoads
mrs. howard h. Roberts
gloria marin darthea Sharples, Ph.d.
mr. and mrs. Richard L. Sichel
mr. c. cresson Wistar
miss caroline P. Wistar
mr. gil Wistar
mr. James B. Wistar

Left: (left to right) Harvey Hewit, Janet Kardon  
and Richard Weisberg met with Wistar’s researchers 
and leaders in Palm Beach.

Center: At the Wistar Gala (left to right)  
Wistar trustee Robert Fox, chair, Building Wistar, 
Changing the World, David Wachs, Richard  
Rothman, Dick Fox.

Right: Wistar staff were among the many volunteers 
at the 16th annual Albert Taxin Golf & Tennis 
Classic. (front, left to right) Alan Spooner, Maria 
Colelli, Cory Appleman; (back, left to right) Mary 
Fenkel, Honorary Chair Doris Taxin, Claire Rose, 
Rita Manfre, Tina Ciarrocchi.

OUR PhILANThROPIc PARTNERS (continued)
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STAFF ANd  
AdmINISTRATION 

ruSSel e. KauFMan, M.D.

President and cEO

DarIo C. altIerI, M.D.

director, The Wistar Institute cancer center
Executive Vice President
chief Scientific Officer   
Robert and Penny Fox distinguished Professor  

peter e. CorraDo

Vice President, Institutional development

larry KeInatH, C.p.a.

Vice President,  
Finance and Administration 

elIzaBetH B. o’BrIen, eSq.

Vice President, Legal and External Affairs

ellen puré, ph.D. 

Associate Vice President,  
Academic Affairs 

aDMInIStratIVe StaFF

paul V. CHerInGton, ph.D.

director of Science Administration 

StaCI VernICK GolDBerG

director of communications 

GeorGe D. HoBBS, eSq.

Executive director of Business development

nIna lonG, M.l.S.

director of Library Services 
curator of The Wistar museum collections

Jo-ann MenDel, M.B.a.

director of human Resources

MarIanne o’neIll

director of grants and contracts Administration 

rayMonD preIS

director of Information Systems

HarolD C. rIetHMan, ph.D.

Associate director of Training

KennetH J. SulKoWSKI

director of Facilities

StepHen e. tuStIn, C.p.a.

director of Finance

WIllIaM H. Wunner, ph.D.

director of Outreach for Education  
and Technology Training Programs

tHe WIStar InStItute CanCer 
Center aDMInIStratIon 

DarIo C. altIerI, M.D.

director

FranK J. rauSCHer, III, ph.D.

deputy director for Basic Research

MeenHarD Herlyn, D.V.M., D.Sc.

deputy director for Translational Research
caspar Wistar Professor in melanoma Research

ronen MarMorSteIn, ph.D.

Program Leader – gene Expression and Regulation
hilary Koprowski, m.d. Professor

HIlDeGunD C.J. ertl, M.D.

Program Leader – Immunology
caspar Wistar Professor in Vaccine Research

MeenHarD Herlyn, D.V.M., D.Sc.

Program Leader – molecular and cellular Oncogenesis
caspar Wistar Professor in melanoma Research

DaVID W. SpeICHer, ph.D.

co-Program Leader –  
molecular and cellular Oncogenesis
caspar Wistar Professor in  
computational and Systems Biology

Maureen MurpHy, ph.D.

Associate director of Education 
Associate director of Faculty development

nICHolaS J. petrellI, M.D.

Associate director for Translational Research
helen F. graham cancer center at christiana care

MarIanne o’neIll

Associate director for cancer center  
Support grant Finances 

lISa SIDeraS

Associate director for cancer center  
Administration 

tHe WIStar InStItute CanCer 
Center reSearCH proGraMS

Gene expression and regulation
proFeSSorS

Ronen marmorstein, Ph.d., Program Leader,  
hilary Koprowski, m.d. Professor

Paul m. Lieberman, Ph.d., mcNeil Professor  
in molecular medicine and Translational Research 

Kazuko Nishikura, Ph.d.
Frank J. Rauscher, III, Ph.d.
Ramin Shiekhattar, Ph.d., herbert Kean, m.d., Family 

Professor 

aSSoCIate proFeSSorS

Emmanuel Skordalakes, Ph.d.
Jumin zhou, Ph.d.2

aSSIStant proFeSSor 

Ken-ichi Noma, Ph.d.

SenIor StaFF SCIentIStS

zhong deng, Ph.d.
hongzhuang Peng, Ph.d.   

StaFF SCIentIStS

Troy messick, Ph.d.
masayuki Sakurai, Ph.d.
Yong Tang, Ph.d.2

aSSoCIate StaFF SCIentIStS 

david Baillat, Ph.d. 
Jayaraju dheekollu, Ph.d.
Osamu Iwasaki, Ph.d.     
Fang Lu, Ph.d.
Jie Qin, Ph.d.
Atsunari Tanaka, Ph.d.  

Immunology
proFeSSorS

hildegund c.J. Ertl, m.d., Program Leader, caspar 
Wistar Professor in Vaccine Research

Andrew J. caton, Ph.d.
Jan Erikson, Ph.d. 
Luis J. montaner, d.V.m., d. Phil. 
Louise c. Showe, Ph.d.

aSSoCIate proFeSSor

José R. conejo-garcia, m.d., Ph.d.

aSSIStant proFeSSorS 

Scott E. hensley, Ph.d.
hui hu, Ph.d.

WiSTARS: Wistar employees team up at the 2011 Running for Cover run/walk to benefit melanoma research at Wistar.

$4.7 Wellcome Trust grant to create  
the First Epstein-Barr Virus drug
 
With the support of Wellcome  
Trust, a London-based charity, The 
Wistar Institute has undertaken a 
groundbreaking project that may 
change the way doctors treat a variety 
of human cancers. Historic, because  
the laboratory of Wistar Professor  
Paul M. Lieberman, Ph.D., became  
the first in the United States to receive  
a Seeding Drug Discovery Award  
from Wellcome Trust. Groundbreaking, 
because the award will support the 
development of what may be the  
first drug to treat Epstein-Barr virus 
(EBV)-related cancers. The Wellcome 
Trust grant is an investment in  
drug discovery, enabling a small team 
of experts to do the type of transla-
tional research typically seen in  
large drug companies.

The project is a three-year, multi-
stage effort where funding is based  
on the achievement of defined research 
milestones, outlined by Lieberman  
and Troy Messick, Ph.D., a staff 
scientist in the Lieberman laboratory 
and co-leader on the project.  
If successful at each milestone, the 
laboratory will receive up to $4.7 
million in support of its efforts.

The World Health Organization 
defines EBV as a Class I carcinogen, 
and it is estimated to cause a small  
but significant portion of all human 
cancers. The virus may persist in  
the human body for decades and cause 
infected cells to become cancerous.  
It is estimated that EBV causes nearly 
400,000 cases of cancer each year, 
including Burkitt’s lymphoma, 
Hodgkin’s lymphoma, non- Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma, gastric carcinoma and 
certain oral and throat cancers.

According to Lieberman, EBNA1,  
a protein produced by EBV, is a prime 
target for therapeutic intervention.  
The protein acts as the master switch 
that regulates viral gene activity  
and guides the ability of EBV to remain 
dormant in the body.

“EBNA1 is expressed consistently in 
all EBV-related cancer and is essential 
for the virus to reproduce,” said 
Lieberman. “Knocking out EBNA1, 
therefore, could likely eliminate latent 
Epstein-Barr virus and control the 
growth of EBV-associated cancer.”

To develop an anti-EBV drug, the 
researchers began a complex screening 
process to find a small molecule  
that could chemically bind to EBNA1 

and inhibit its ability to function.  
They began with a library of 600,000 
molecular compounds, eventually 
narrowing the pool down through  
a series of tests to a handful of leading 
candidate molecules that have the  
most potential to serve as the basis  
of a new anti-EBV drug.

With funds from the Wellcome 
Trust, the Wistar researchers  
will further optimize their candidate 
small molecule inhibitors, with  
the aim of developing at least one 
chemical compound into a viable  
drug candidate. This drug candidate 
could then be used in clinical  
trials designed to determine its safety 
and effectiveness for humans. 

Paul m. Lieberman, Ph.d.
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MarK I. Greene, M.D., ph.D., F.r.C.p.

University of Pennsylvania

tHanoS D. HalazonetIS, D.D.S., ph.D.

University of geneva

KatHerIne a. HIGH, M.D.

children’s hospital of Philadelphia

paul a. oFFIt, M.D.

children’s hospital of Philadelphia

reynolD a. panettIerI, Jr., M.D.

University of Pennsylvania

nICHolaS J. petrellI, M.D.

helen F. graham cancer center at christiana care

GeorGe C. prenDerGaSt, ph.D.

Lankenau Institute for medical Research

ulrICH roDeCK, M.D.

Thomas Jefferson University

tHoMaS D. StaMato, ph.D.

Lankenau Institute for medical Research

JoHn H. WolFe, V.M.D., ph.D.

University of Pennsylvania

aDJunCt aSSoCIate proFeSSorS

HoraCe M. DelISSer, M.D.

University of Pennsylvania

K. ann JeGluM, V.M.D.

Veterinary Oncology Services and Research center

SteVen B. MCMaHon, ph.D.

Thomas Jefferson University

XIaoWeI Xu, M.D., ph.D. 

University of Pennsylvania

aDJunCt aSSIStant proFeSSorS

peter D. aDaMS, ph.D.

Fox chase cancer center

DeVraJ BaSu, M.D., ph.D.

University of Pennsylvania

MICHael r. BettS, ph.D.

University of Pennsylvania

DaVID GarlICK, D.V.M.

histo-Scientific Research Laboratories

F. BraDley JoHnSon, M.D., ph.D.

University of Pennsylvania

erIC MeGGerS, ph.D.

Philipps-University of marburg 

JulIa C. tCHou, M.D., ph.D.

University of Pennsylvania

1 – deceased 2012
2 – departed 2011
3 – Secondary appointment 

In recognition of their scientific achievement,  
leadership and outstanding service to The Wistar 
Institute, four Wistar professors were honored  
with chaired professorships in July 2011.  
From left to right:  

RONEN mARmORSTEIN, Ph.d. 
named hilary Koprowski, m.d. Professor

hILdEgUNd c.J. ERTL, m.d. 
named the caspar Wistar Professor  
in Vaccine Research 

mEENhARd hERLYN, d.V.m., d.Sc.  
named the caspar Wistar Professor  
in melanoma Research 

dAVId SPEIchER, Ph.d. 
named the caspar Wistar Professor in Systems  
and computational Biology 

SenIor StaFF SCIentIStS

Livio Azzoni, m.d., Ph.d.
Emmanouil Papasavvas, Ph.d.
michael Showe, Ph.d. 
zhi Quan Jason xiang, m.d.
xiang Yang Peter zhou, m.d., Ph.d.

StaFF SCIentIStS

costin Tomescu, Ph.d.
dongming zhou, m.d., Ph.d. 2 

aSSoCIate StaFF SCIentIStS

hua Li, m.d., Ph.d. 2

Tom Li Stephen, Ph.d.
melanie Rutkowski, Ph.d.

Molecular and Cellular oncogenesis 
proFeSSorS

meenhard herlyn, d.V.m., d.Sc., Program Leader, 
caspar Wistar Professor in melanoma Research

david W. Speicher, Ph.d., co-Program Leader,  
caspar Wistar Professor in Systems and  
computational Biology

dario c. Altieri, m.d., Robert and Penny Fox  
distinguished Professor

Ellen heber-Katz, Ph.d.
Russel E. Kaufman, m.d.
maureen murphy, Ph.d.
Ellen Puré, Ph.d.
Louise c. Showe, Ph.d. 3

aSSoCIate proFeSSorS
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harold c. Riethman, Ph.d

aSSIStant proFeSSorS 

Nadia dahmane, Ph.d.2 
Susan Janicki, Ph.d.
Jessie Villanueva, Ph.d. 
Ashani Weeraratna, Ph.d.

SenIor StaFF SCIentIStS

Kiranmai gumireddy, Ph.d.
michele Jacob, Ph.d.
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Elliot Levine, Ph.d. 
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